Put the Purchs
Government

By adopting recovered materis
Kansas state agencies can us
develop markets for products
would otherwise become solid
ple for the public as well as
the private sector.

State agencies can take the
lead in initiating purchasing
practices that will stimulate
recycling and yield many othe
important benefits, including:

®  more jobs
e  astronger economy

e reduced need for new
landfills

®  reduction in green-house
gas emissions

e  Improved ability to meet
environmental goals and

e  Conservation of natural r

e  Reduced dependency of

To learn more about procuring
cled materials or to explore a
plier database, visit the EPA
cpg/index.htm.
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Closing the Loop
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If You're Not Buying
Recycled; You' re Not
Really Recycling.

led products come in
s including: carpeting;
cartridges; vehicle
scaping materials;

romotional items.

Federal and State Regulations

Many states agencies, including Kansas, are now re-
quired by law to buy products that can be made with re-
cycled materials, as designated by Section 6002 of the
Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA), and the Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines
(CPG).

The federal requirement is further supported by K.S.A
65-3401 and K.S.A. 65-3406, which encourage the wise
use of resources through development of strategies that
reduce, reuse, and recycle materials. K.S.A. 753740b
stipulates that at least 25 percent of the paper pur-

chased by the state must be recycled content paper.

Additionally, many agency have similar rules and regula-
tions regarding the purchase of recycled content prod-
ucts. For example, KDHE Secretary’s Policy 99-22, di-
rects that KDHE implement and expand existing recy-
cling, waste reduction, and energy conservation activi-
ties; to maximize the purchase of products made from
recovered materials; and reduce, reuse, and recycle of-

fice materials at all KDHE offices statewide.

Why Buy Recycled?

The purchase and use of products made with recycled
material is the last step in the recycling process and pro-
vides many important benefits, including: creating jobs
and strengthening the economy; reducing the need for
new landfills; preventing emission of many air and water
pollutants, including greenhouse gas emissions; saving

energy by reducing the need to extract and process raw

materials to manufacture new products; stimulating
the development of greener technologies; and con-

serving natural resources.

What About Cost and Quality?

Kansas can join the many W

other states and local gov-

ernments that have incor-

porated recycled products \\‘

into their purchases. State 02> J
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the U.S. already
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waste. Products made
from recycled materials
are available and affordable. Thanks to technological
innovation, products made from recycled materials
now compete on equal footing in quality and price
with products made from virgin materials. This al-

lows government to achieve good value for their ex-

penditures.
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